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Roy Brady and the Century Boat Company
- '.
by GeoffreyReynolds
HubertandLauraBrady.He wasoneof twosons,Homer
beingtheother,anda daughternamedEthel.Eventually,
thefamilymembersmovedtoBellaire,Michigan,located
on TorchLake.In 1905,Roy,then19years'ofage,first
beganbuilding openrunaboutspoweredby Sintz-built
engines,which weremadein GrandRapids,Michigan.
Thefamilymovedagain,leavingBellaireandrelocatingin
Charlevoix,Michigan,wheretheywereemployedin the
commercialfishingbusiness.In additionto fishing,Roy
continued esigningandbuildingboats.
In Charlevoix,Homerandhisfamilylivedin astately
brickhomeonHurlbutStreetoverlookingRound
Lake.Fromhishome,hecouldalsosurveyhis
south shore propertywhere the fishing
businessandRoy'ssmallboatshopwere
located.At thattime,RoundLakeshore-
linepropertywasin thehandsofcom-
mercialfisherman,boatbuilders,anda
few largeboat housesbelongingto
summer resorterslike RansomE.
Olds. The shorelinewas dirty with
fish refuse,stormwaterrunoff,and
generalhouseholdwaste.Somesay
thatis why theperchfishingwasso
good.Today,however,with theadvent
of an improvedsewersystem,it is some
themostexpensivepropertyin Michigan
becauseofitspicturesquebeautyandproxim-
ity toLakeMichiganandLakeCharlevoix.
Around1910,RoymarriedCanadian-bornEvaNicein
Detroit.In 1916,theirfirstandonlychildtogether,William
G.,wasborn.It isunclearwhyBradywasin Detroitatthat
time,butsoonafterthebirthof theirson,thetrioreturned
to Charlevoixwheretheymadetheirhomeon Antrim
Street.During this timeRoy beganbuildingandracing
Hispanio-Suiza-poweredracingboatslikethe26-footJohn
Hacker-designedMissCharlevoix.
In May1921,BradydivorcedEva.Heremarriedsome-
Thehistoryof boatbuildingin theUnitedStatesisbasedon successfulbusinessrelationshipsbetweendesigners,owners,and craftsman.Someof those
relationshipsweretremendouslysuccessfulwhile others
failedmiserably.An exampleofasuccessfulbusinessrela-
tionship,althoughshort-lived,wasbetweenMelvin Roy
BradyandtheCenturyBoatCompanyduringtheyears
beforetheirboatsbecameknowasthe"thoroughbredsof
theboatingindustry."
TheCenturyBoatCompanywasfoundedin 1926in
Milwaukee,Wisconsin,by brothersWilliamandJames
Welchto build outboardracers,sailboats,row-
boats,andcanoes.A formerU.S.Life-Saving
Serviceman,William Web Sherman,was
hired to managethe plant and helped
introducemanydifferent-sizedoutboard
modelstothesmalllineup.
In 1929,afterconsiderablesuccess,
ShermanandtheWelchbrothersrelo-
cated the company to Manistee,
Michigan,in 1929totakeadvantageof
thecheaperlaborand abundanceof
factoryspace.Theretheywereableto
producean even greaternumberof
smalloutboardracingboatsso popular
withconsumers.By1930theWelchbroth-
ersdecidedtosellthecompanyandreturn
toMilwaukee,wheretheyproducedkitboats
undertheWelchBoatCompanynamefor many
years.The new owners,headedup by GeorgeGlen
Eddy,immediatelyrecognizedtheneedforadesignerand
superintendentofproductionthatcouldhelpthecompany
capitalizeontheeverincreasingconsumerinterestinstock
outboardracingboats.Theyeventuallyfocusedonasmall,
but successful,boat builder, Melvin Roy Brady of
Charlevoix,Michigan.
Melvin Roy Brady,betterrememberedas Roy,was
born in Kalkaska,Michigan,on February18, 1886,to
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timelatertohis secondwife,Maude,who hasbeencreditedwith
Roy'ssuccessin bothboatbuildingandracing.Duringtheirmar-
riage,Maudereportedlylocatedher "office"abovetheboatshop,
reportedlytokeepaneyeonherhusbandashewentabouthiscraft.
Accordingtonewspapersourcesthatseemedto trackRoy'smove-
mentsmonthly,like theCharlevoixSentinel,Maudewas alsovery
visibleashismechanicduringhis tripstopowerboatracesaround
thecountry. .
Brady'sstatureinpowerboatingcirclesgrewandby1927,when
he helped arrangefor the Mississippi Valley Power Boating
Association(MVP.B.A.) toholda raceon LakeCharlevoixduring
thesummer,hehadbecomewellknown.Butmoreprestigesoonfol-
lowed.In Octoberof thatyear,RoyandMaudeleftforawinterlong
triptoFloridatoraceandrepresenttheJohnsonOutboardcompany
astravelingrepresentatives.Duringtheirtimein Florida,Royraced
atDaytonaBeach,LakeButler,TarponSprings,andPalmBeachin
February,1928.Roycapturedthefree-for-allclassthatyearin what
appearstobehis favoriteride,C-U-Later,atDetroitduringa race
heldonLaborDay.Thatracealsoearnedhimagoldmedalfor set-
tingtheinternationalmilerecordfor C Classoutboardsandsome
freeadvertisingfromEvinrudeoutboardmotors.Laterthatfall,he
headedbackto thesouthernstatestosellJohnsonoutboardmotors
andtorace.
Upon his returnto Charlevoixin early1929,he continuedto
build racingrunaboutslike Miss Danvillefor a Danville,Kentucky,
customer,andexperimentingwiththesmall,singlestepped-bottom
Vamphydroplanethathehaddesigned.
By 1929,the then43-year-oldRoy was participatingin boat
regattasas anofficialandcommitteemember,but his agedid not
deterhim fromalsoparticipatingas a contestant.At theNational
OutboardChampionshipRegattainPeoria,Illinois,inOctober1929,
he mettheyoungfemaleracingphenomfromCalifornia,Loretta
Turnbull.Theircorrespondencer flectsamutuallovefor thesport
andtheneedtohavefasterboatsandbiggermotorstocontinuetheir
success.On her 1929Christmascardaddressedto Roy,shewrote
"BestwishesforafullChristmastide,asuccessfulturninto1930,and
thatyouwin theperpetualtrophy-Happiness."
Turnbullwasn'tRoy'sonlycontactwithracersofthegentlersex;
hewasthemanwho introducedaspiringBayCity,Michigannative,
racerHildaMuellertothesportinAugust1929.At aracethatshaped
up to be thestatechampionshipof femaledriversfor Michigan,
Mueller,whohadneverdrivenaboatbefore,wasgiventhechance
todrivetheBrady-builtVampmodelpoweredby aCailleFlashout-
boardmotor(ClassB combination).Duringthemorningprepara-
tions,BradylookedovertheavailabledriversandchoseMueller.
Therewasmuchshakingof headsby spectatorsabouthis choice;
theyfelt thata beginnerwould haveno showwhatsoeveragainst
Century Boat test drivers Brady and Gresh.
Hub Myer in a Vamp model boat
Century Boat Company production line, 1935.
Brady Sea Bird
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experiencedrac- mentionedhim
ing veteranslike again in the
Lansing native August issueof
Loretta Fillian. 1930.This time
Bradymusthave hewasaplacing
though t the driver at the
samethingafter 23rd Ann uaI
Meullertookout Mis si ssip P i
theVampfor the Valley Power
first time.Upon BoatAssociation
her return to races held in
shore,shecrashedintothedock,smashingthebowof the Madison,Indiana(thatyearonJuly 4thand5th).Therehe
boatandthrowingherselfclearof theboatandontothe placedin theClassB,DivisionIII andIV-5miles,aswellas
dock,where,landingon her knees,shestill grippedthe in theClassD, E, F,G, DivisionIII andIV-lO,alongwith
steeringwheeltightlyinherhands. protegeHilda Mueller.OtherCenturyracersincluded
Bradyandothersworkedfasttopatchupthebowand perennialracewinnersHelenHentschelandEarlGresh.
installa wheeltakenfromanotherboat,just in timefor WhenBradytookoverassuperintendent,heoversaw
Meullerto racein thefirstheat,eventuallywinningthe thedesignandproductionof thecompleteracingline,
championship.With newspaperheadlineslike "M. Roy madeup of theMidget,Hurricane,Cyclone,Pee Wee,
BradyofCharlevoixMakesaNewStateChampionfroma BlackDemon,and Whirlwind.While all seemedto be
GreenDriver"aboardBrady'sVampmodel,it wasonlya goingwellon theracecourse,itwasadifferentstoryback
matterof timebeforehewouldbenoticedbyotherracing in thefrontofficeatCentury.In January1932,an initial
boatmanufacturers. stockofferingwasgivenfor100,000sharesofClassA stock
Back at the CenturyBoatCompany,the company and 200,000sharesof ClassB. On the officialpapers,
announcedthatin 1930,theywould offerfive outboard GeorgeG. Eddy is listedaspresident,E.A. Doty as first
racingmodelsto consumers.At everychance,theyalso vicepresident/treasurer(healsoservedin sales),M. Roy
promotedtheir cleansweepof all A 0 0 °t Bradyassecondvicepresident(alsomajor racing events and world VIgorousSplrl superintendentof production),and
recordscollectedduring the last cannot bestopped{rom RexMaynardassecretary(whoalsoy ar.As thesportbecamemoreand j j s rved as purchasingagent nd
~oreregulatedtogu~ranteefairrac- doing what he loves oversaw the shipmentof boats).mg,th year-oldNatIOnalOutboard 0 E nwitht isoffering,thecompany
Associationpublishedthenewlychangedrulesformanu- wasdoomedduetotheeconomictimes.
facturersanddriverstofollow. Accordingto well-knownCenturyBoatCompany
FollowingBrady'sbanneryear(whichwasfueledby sources,like the iklos familyand pastpresidentBill
his designsand winningdrivers),he was contactedby Wittig,Brady'sf ea enturywasproductivenoughfor
Century,thenundertheguidanceofwell-knowndesigner him tobecalle eof dy'sgenerals,butthiswasnot
GeorgeGlenEddy.By July 1930,Bradywas hired and enoughtosave~·lofting ositionin thefrontofficewhen
madechiefof thefour-persondesigningstaffaswell as Centurydeclaredankr tcyin September1932.Brady's
superintendentof production.In addition,heheadedup demotionto workin on theproductionline was most
the newly createdracing-servicebureau for Century. likelyduetoEddybeingrelievedofcommandasgeneral
Brady'shiringatCenturymighthavebeenfueledby his managerand demotedto managerof productionand
abilitytoworkwithbothrunaboutsandoutboardracers; design,effectivelyeliminatinganeedforBrady'sadminis-
Centurysharedthatvisionstartingin 1930withtheintro- trativeservices.CommodoreE.A. DotyandRexMaynard
ductionof thenon-racingmodelsTraveler,Traveler,Jr., weresimplyfired.Eddyremainedasgeneralmanagerof
andAristocrat,in additiontotheenduringKid model. Centuryuntilhemovedon toBayCity,Michigan,where
Brady'snew positionat Centurycertainlydid not he foundedEddy Marine. It appearsthat Roy Brady
hamperhis own racingaspirations:Boating magazine remainedatCenturyBoatCompanyatleastuntilJanuary
• •
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CenturyCyclonesof1928,whentheCenturyBoatCompanywaslocatedinMilwaukee.Price:$215.
1933,sincea letterwrittentohisfirstwife,Eva,waswrit-
tenon Centuryletterheadfor thatdate.He alsomakes
mentionthatsheandyoungBill shouldvisithimsometime
andseehisofficeattheplant.Littleissubsequentlyknown
ofhimuntil1937.
In Januaryof thatyear,Bradywaslivingin Saugatuck,
Michigan,and was granteda divorcefrom Maude.In
April,hemarriedSallyLassa,anativeofManistee,afacto-
ry workerat theGoshenShirtFactory,andsisterofmany
Centuryemployees.After their marriagein Paw Paw,
Michigan,theymadetheirhomein St.Joseph,Michigan.
Theretheywelcomedthebirthofadaughter,Rogene,and
a son, Aroy Hubert.Sometimeafter his arrival at St.
Joseph, he becamesuperintendentof production at
RobinsonBoatCompany,makingcruisersfor thewealthy
aroundtheworld.In 1960,heretiredfromNowlenLumber
Company,but continuedtowork asa carpenteruntilhis
deathonFebruary11,1972,in St.Joseph.
Failedmarriages,job loss,advancingage,eventhe
GreatDepressioncouldnot keepRoy Bradyfromdoing
whathe loved.He lovedtobuild andraceboatsandhe
madesacrificesfor his passion.Troubledtimescanspell
theendofaproductivecompany,butcan'tstopavigorous
spirit.
Author's Note: Since my researchbeganon the life of Roy
Brady, I haven't beenable to locateany of his boats, like Miss
Danville,Miss Charlevoixand the Brady Sea Bird, a small
experimental hydroplane with stabilizer wings, and the small
Vamp hyd1'Oplanes.I'd like to hearf1'Omreaderswho might have
information on theseor otherboatsthathemade.I can bereached
via e-mail at reynoldsg@hope.edu01' by phoneat 616-786-9685.
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